Preliminary results of HIV screening in sentinel facilities in Romania.
In the first months of 1994, 393 patients (random consecutive clinic attenders) from three sentinel clinics were tested for anti-V3 loop antibodies in ELISA with a branched synthetic peptide reproducing eight copies of full V3 sequence. Compared with a commercial HIV 1/2 ELISA kit the sensitivity of anti-V3 assay was 97.6% and the specificity 89.7%. The seroprevalence in women attending prenatal clinic was 7.54% and in children with multiple hospitalization record, 3.82%. Both heterosexual and parenteral transmission through unsafe medical practices fuel actual AIDS epidemic in Romania.